Isname-calling ever appropriate?
Dear Bill.

Thank you for writing usat Christian Question Radio. You asked if it was ever appropriate while
witnessing at an abortion clinic to insult a non-Christian by calling the father a coward for killing
hisunborn child.

No, we do not feel as Christiansthat name-calling is appropriate behavior. Even when Jesus
harshly rebuked the Pharisees, calling them hypocrites (see Matthew 23:13-36), he never rebuked
them individually, but as a class of people. Just because we ar e against abortion, we do not have
theright to insult individuals who disagree with our position. Instead, our focus should be on
education. Asthe holy spirit of God enlightens us, we have a responsibility to let our light shine
forth onto others. Insulting them defeatsthat purpose. The scripturestell usthat we are walking
epistlesand arejudged by our actions and our words. The Apostle Paul writes, " You your selves
areour letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody.” (2 Corinthians 3:2) By
demeaning our selves through name-calling, we lower the high Christian standard that our Lord
Jesus set for us. AsChristianswe desireto walk in our Master’s path. Wetry to emulate His
example aswe go forth into the world, bearing witnessto the truth, by our wordsand our lives.

Furthermore, we areincapable of judging others. We do not know their heartsor what is
motivating them to act asthey do. Only God isableto look at the heart of an individual. Jesustold
the Pharisees, " You judge by human standards; | passjudgment on no one. But if | do judge, my
decisionsareright, because| am not alone. | stand with the Father, who sent me." (John 8:15-16)
When speaking on the Mount Jesus said, " Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same
way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to
you." (Matthew 7:1-2)

Welook forward to the day when all the wrongs of thisworld will berighted. It will bea
thousand-year judgment day in which all who have ever lived will come back from their graves
and have an opportunity to learn what truerighteousnessreally is so that they may enjoy
everlasting life on earth. Will the unborn that perished because of abortion, or miscarriage, or
accident, etc. have a chancefor lifeaswell? We are not sure. Scriptures have little to say about the
unborn. But, they do speak of thetime after the thousand-year judgment period, a time when
everything is brought back into harmony with God and all wor ship him with one consent. " For
then will | turn to the people a purelanguage, that they may call upon the name of the LORD, to
serve him with one consent.” (Zephaniah 3:9).

The best efforts of humankind cannot make a dent in the degradation of fallen man, but our faith
sustains us because we know that one day God will right all the wrongs. We cannot even imagine
how wonder ful his kingdom will be!

We hope we have helped you. Please write us again.

Sincerely
Christian Questions Radio



