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Is Oil Really Important?
Matthew 25:8-9: (NKJV) “8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying,
‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those
who sell, and buy for yourselves.’”

Mention oil and you probably get a reaction. In our world, oil is one of
those commodities that drive our society – its price and availability can
have a great impact on how we live our lives. This morning we are going

to talk about oil – but not in the sense that you may think. No, rather than
dealing with the “crude” kind, we are going to talk about a much more refined
kind – the kind you would have put in a lamp in ancient days. In Jesus’ parable
of the wise and foolish virgins, oil plays a key role. So, what does it represent?
How does it project our being “wise” or “foolish”?

Questions for consideration:
1. Why did Jesus teach this particular parable?

2. What did the symbols of the parable represent?
3. What is the bottom line difference between

the “wise” and the “foolish”?

1. Why did Jesus teach this particular parable?
Matthew 25:1-13: (NKJV) “1“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Now five of them were wise,
and five were foolish. 3Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,
4but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5But while the bridegroom was
delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 6“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 7Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their
lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but
go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door
was shut. 11“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 12But he
answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13“Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”

This parable comes on the heels of the Jesus’ Great Prophecy – the 24th
chapter of Matthew. In it, Jesus answers three questions posed to him by
his Disciples:
Matthew 24:1-3: (NKJV) “1Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His
disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 2And Jesus said to them, “Do you
not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another,
that shall not be thrown down.” 3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to
Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the age?”
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He is talking about the destruction of the Temple – the first question they have
for him is when will this destruction take place? The second question is what
will be the sign of your coming? (Note, this word actually means “presence” or
“alongside of” in the Greek.) The third question asked was
what would be the sign of the end of the age?

His followers wanted to know about extraordinary future events, and these are
important question. Jesus obliged them by giving the complex prophecy in
Matthew 24.

Interestingly, Jesus himself did not know all the details of these future events.
Jesus is telling them about what he knows, which was very difficult for them to
grasp.

Through prophecy, Jesus knew there would be a long time until some of
these things would happen:
Mark 13:32: (NIV) “"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.”

Habakkuk 2:1-3: (NKJV) “1I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, and watch
to see what He will say to me, and what I will answer when I am corrected. 2Then the LORD
answered me and said: “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who
reads it. 3For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will
not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”

This is a prophecy of Christians being able to understand the chain of events
that happened bringing us to the time of Jesus’ return. The thought in the
Hebrew is, though it will take a long time, wait for it, because it will not be
delayed. Be patient, it will be right on time (even though it will seem too long
for us!).

From the perspective of Jesus dealing with his followers at that time, he has
these men that have dedicated their lives to him. They are learning from him
on an everyday basis and now he is going to be leaving. He knows that thy
need a deep encouragement to carry them through.

He spent a lot of time assuring them he would be coming back.
John 14:1:3: (NKJV) “1Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. 2In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

What they didn’t understand was the difficulty, stress and pressure they would
be under during Jesus’ absence. Jesus is telling his followers that they need to
be prepared for his absence. It would be longer than they would want it to be,
so he was giving them these words to encourage them.
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So, the complexity of future events surrounding his return, combined with the
many years before their fulfillment, gave cause for Jesus to teach this parable
to help prepare his followers and their followers for the long journey as they
would await his return. They would be waiting a long time.

Why was the return so veiled? From whom was God protecting that
information?
Matthew 24:42-44: (NKJV) “42Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord
is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief
would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44Therefore
you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Satan! In this parable, Satan is the master of the house and Jesus is the thief.
This sounds backwards, but whose world is this? Satan is the prince of this
world, and Jesus is coming to take it from him. God veils the time of his return
so that Satan doesn’t know when it will be.

Jesus kept the urgency for his followers. Telling them it was coming 2,000
years later would have discouraged them, and they would have given up.

Jesus begins this parable as he began so many others:
Matthew 25:1: (NKJV) “1Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to…”

What does he mean by “The Kingdom of Heaven” or in some cases “The
Kingdom of God?”

First, the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God are the same. He uses
both phrases in this verse:
Mathew 19:23-24: (KJV) “23Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a
rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say unto you, It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God.”

Second, the Kingdom of Heaven/God has revealed itself already:
Matthew 4:17: (ASV) “17From that time began Jesus to preach, and to say, Repent ye; for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Luke 17:20-21: (NRSV) “20Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
was coming, and he answered, "The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be
observed; 21nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or 'There it is!' For, in fact, the kingdom of God
is among you."

Third, the Kingdom of Heaven/God is not a finished product, but in fact it is
a project under construction:
Matthew 13:24-26: (NKJV) “24Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while men slept, his
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. 26But when the grain had
sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared.”


